ST. LUKE’S WORSHIP BULLETIN

EPrPISCOPAL RITE II SERVICE, 10:00AM
C HURCH 18™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WOODLAND, CA SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

PRELUDE Philip P. Bliss, It is Well with My Soul
RINGING OF THE BELLS
OPENING HYMN words: Philip Doddridge; music: George F. Handel, 546
I Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 3 *Tis God’s all-animating voice
and press with vigor on; that calls thee from on high;
a heavenly race demands thy zeal, ’tis his own hand presents the prize
and an immortal crown. to thine aspiring eye.
2 A cloud of witnesses around * Then wake, my soul, stretch every nerve,
hold thee in full survey; and press with vigor on;
forget the steps already trod a heavenly race demands thy zeal,
and onward urge thy way. and an immortal crown.

WELCOME & OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider  Blessed be God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. Amen

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,



Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF DAY

Presider God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Presider O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain
your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

THE LESSONS
FIRST TESTAMENT Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen
Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your
favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-
- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold
merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can
compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther,
“Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and
enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the
queen.



Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands
at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of
the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same
month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies,
and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from
mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness,
days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PsALM 124

"'If God had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If God had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us,

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

> Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be God, *
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare 1s broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of God, *
the maker of heaven and earth.



EPISTLE James 5:13-20

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of
the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins
to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer
of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did
not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth
yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from
wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN words: William B. Carpenter; music: Dimitri S. Bortniansky, 574, vss. 1-2

1 Before thy throne, O God, we kneel:
give us a conscience quick to feel,
a ready mind to understand
the meaning of thy chastening hand;
whate’er the pain and shame may be,
bring us, O Father, nearer thee.

2 Search out our hearts and make us true;
help us to give to all their due.
From love of pleasure, lust of gold,
from sins which make the heart grow cold,
wean us and train us with thy rod;
teach us to know our faults, O God.



GOSPEL Mark 9:38-50

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no
means lose the reward.

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and
you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm
never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GRADUAL HYMN, VERSE 4

* Let the fierce fires which burn and try,
our inmost spirits purify:
consume the ill; purge out the shame;
O God, be with us in the flame;
a new-born people may we rise,
more pure, more true, more nobly wise.

HoMILY A time of silence follows the homily. The Rev. Anne Slakey



NICENE CREED EOW, P. 53

All 'We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Presider

Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Let us pray to God with our hearts and minds, saying together “Hear
our prayer.”

We pray for the Church. That we may be united in love, care for our
neighbors, and grow in our faithfulness to God’s Way.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our nation and for our government. We pray for our
elected officials, as well as those who work behind the scenes to
maintain our public life together.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.

Please pray for the state of the world. Pray for those places that are
in great need and suffering. Pray for our whole planet’s climate, for
places experiencing drought and places experiencing flooding.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.

Pray for this church community of St. Luke’s. Ask God to help us
deepen our walk with Christ, to seek the Holy Spirit’s direction for
our community, and offer thanksgiving for the many blessings found
in this place.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.



Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Intercessor

Intercessor
People

Presider

All

Hold in your heart the cares and concerns of your neighbors. Pray
for those who have been impacted by the fires. Pray for those in
your community who you know need help or are in any distress.
Pray for yourself in whatever burdens you carry.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.

We hold in prayer all those who have died. Pray also for those who
grieve and mourn the loss of friends, neighbors, and loved ones.

Congregants may add their own prayers and petitions

Holy God,
Hear our prayer.

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one
with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our
earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We
ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our
intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives
and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.



CONFESSION
Presider

People

Let us confess our sins to God.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Presider

THE PEACE

Presider
People

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

May the peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS, CELEBRATIONS, AND MILESTONES

Presider

Watch over your child(ren), O Lord, as their days increase; bless and
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they

stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up

if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes all
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Presider

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for

such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  Hebrews 13:15,16



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider

People

Presider

People

Presider

People

Presider

People

Presider

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of
glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,
and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us

the servants of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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All

Presider

People

Presider

People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and

said, "Take, eat: This i1s my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you
this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Mothers and Fathers: God of Sarah & Abraham,
Rebecca & Isaac, Rachel, Leah, and Jacob; God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the
world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this
Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and
not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
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Presider  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation.
People  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A brief silence

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.

For those at home or who do not wish to receive bread, we offer this
prayer of spiritual communion:

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your
strength; be my wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform
my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power
of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens
or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Creator and
the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN words: Horatius Bonar; music: Warren Swenson, 318
1 Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; 3 I have no help but thine; nor do I need
here would I touch and handle things another arm save thine to lean upon;
unseen; it is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, my strength is in thy might, thy might
and all my weariness upon thee lean. alone.

2 Here would I feed upon the Bread of God, 4 Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness;

here drink with thee the royal Wine of mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing
heaven; Blood.

here would I lay aside each earthly load, Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace;
here taste afresh the calm of sin thy Blood, thy righteousness, O Lord,
forgiven. my God.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

Presider May the blessing of God Almighty; the Source, the Incarnate Word,
and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and always. Amen.

CONCLUDING HYMN words: Frank M. North; music: William Gardiner, 609, vs.1-2
1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, 2 In haunts of wretchedness and need,
where sound the cries of race and clan, on shadowed thresholds dark with fears,
above the noise of selfish strife, from paths where hide the lures of greed,
we hear thy voice, O Son of Man. we catch the vision of thy tears.

THE DISMISSAL
Presider Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

Alleluia, Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Arr. John Purifoy, Come Thou Fount

Coffee Hour will be on the Labyrinth
immediately following the service.
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Visit our website for information on how to be involved
www.stlukeswoodland.org

Sign up for weekly e-mail updates for information on opportunities to help and to learn.
Contact our Church Administrator for details, at stlukechurchwoodland@gmail.com

Weekly Meetings
e Centering Prayer, Sundays, 7pm, Sanctuary, contact Tom Eaton
e Book Study, Mondays, 5:15pm, via Zoom, contact Tom Eaton

e “The Social Justice Bible Challenge”, Wednesdays, 7:15 pm,
via Zoom, contact Margaret

e Queer Alliance, Thursdays, 6:30 pm via Zoom, contact Mairic James

Monthly Meetings

e Resource Navigators
1t Mondays, 3:30-5pm, Guild Hall,
stlukechurchwoodland@gmail.com or 530-662-7152 x3

e Temenos
2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8am — Noon, Welcome anytime! brucewatts 1 @me.com

e Daughters of the King
2" Saturdays, 10-11:30am, Guild Hall
stlukechurchwoodland@gmail.com or 530-662-7152 x3

e Men’s Group
2" Saturdays, 8:30am, mackw0414@gmail.com

e Outreach Breakfast at 4™ & Hope
1t Saturdays, 4™ & Hope, mackw0414@gmail.com

e Micah Forum
2" Tuesdays, 6pm, leannherig@gmail.com

e Vestry Meeting
3" Mondays, 6:30pm, Guild Hall

e Becoming the Beloved Community Study Group
4™ Tuesdays, 6:15-7:30pm, leannherig@gmail.com
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